
SITE HIS'IDRY 

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr. 

1111111 IIIII 1111111111 IIlli IIIII 11111111 
267252 

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SERVICES NPL SITE 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 

AS OF June 25, 1990 

.~/j '/ '-~ 

'!he American Olemi.cal Services NPL site was listed an the National Priorities List 
(NPL) in SepteDiJer 1984. '!be ACS site contains a currently ~tirg facility whidl 
ac::cP..pts hazardals materials, prilnarily spent solvents, for distillation an:l eventual 
rE~ale. '!be ~tirg facility, ~tes umer an "interiln status" pennit issued 
urrler the RCRA program an:l is seekirg a full ~tirg pennit urrler RCRA. 'lhe ACS 
site is catp::sed of three lan:lfilled areas: the "an-site contai.rment area"; the "off
site contaimnent area"; an:l the city of Griffith m.micipal lan:lfill. '!be two 
contai.rment areas contain rnnnerous ruried dn.ms an:l slud;Jes fran ACS ~tians fran 
195!5 until 1975. '1he city of Griffith lan:lfill was used by ACS for diS£X)Sal of various 
hazardous substances. other areas at the site irx::ll.De the Kapica Dnnn area (located 
outside the ~tirg portion of the facility) an:l a ruried still bottans parrl 

._.,(l<X"..ated inside the ~tirg facility). Kapica Dnnn enoarpasses awroximately two 
acres an:l formerly housed a drum reclainrl.rg operation. A consent order to perfonn a 
RI/FS was signed by awroximately 150 former custaners of ACS as potentially 
rE~nsible parties (PRPs) on June 28, 1988. Site 'WOrk began in late June 1989. 'Ihe 
USEPA recently issued a CCIYplaint against ACS, which :resulted in a Consent Decree 
orderirg ACS to either CCIYply with RCRA fi.narx::ial assurance regulations by early 
&~r~ 1990, or close the facility • 

. a.JRRENI' ClEANUP STA'IUS 

Fhase I of the RI was CCIYpleted in early December 1989, with the subnittal of 
t:Erlmical meroc>rama to USEPA by the PRPs contractor. Rlase I results ~highly 
cx>ntaminated soils in the Kapica Dnnn area, highly contaminated groon::lwater 
urrlErrlyin;J :roost areas of the site, an:l large volumes of hazardals waste materials 
·within the an-site an:l off-site contaimnent areas. Rlase II of the RI is near 
CX:Jl1)letion at the present time. Fhase II coooentrated an detenninirg the extent of 
q.rourrlwater contamination, sanplirg of residential wells, delineatirg the volume of 

,,,.,rhighly toxiC hazardous substances in the waste Wrial areas (e.g o 1 PC8s) 1 delineati.n3 
site wetlarrls, delineatirg sediment an:l surface water contamination, an:l the extent O·f 
·wast..e rurial. 

;ENVIRONMENI'AL SI'IUATION 

L:1rqe tracts of wetlarrls border the site to the west, sart:hwest, north, an:l east. 
SErliment sanples have been taken to assess the inpact the site has had on these areas. 
Grourrlwater is heavily contaminated with benzene, xylene an:l toluene, lesser 
.cx>nc::entrated substances irx::lude methylene chloride, varioos semi-volatile CCilpJlll'rls 
an:i trace PCBs near one soorce area. G:roorrlwater awears to di.sc:harge to neru:by 
·WE~tlan:l areas rut the inpact of this discharge is not yet krnm, due to the 
unavailability of data. A lower aquifer may also be inpacted, ~er, no data is yet 
available. Residences near the site may be affected by contaminated groon::lwater. 

PHOF.OSED samrxJIE 

ihe RI report is due to USEPA SepteDiJer 7, 1990. 'lhe FS report is due to USEPA by 
mid-July 1991. A Record of Decision has been scheduled for the errl of June 1992 • 
. All dates are rurrently projected am do not acxnmt far tmforseen site gmlexi.ties. 
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